In connection with -a recent, study of extensive reading of general science/ the author sent to the lieads of departments of general science in two hundred six selected high schools throughout the United States, which seemed likely to represent the best equipped, most ably instructed, and most progressive secondary schools, a questionary for the purpose of determining the extent to which extensive reading is now employed in high schools throughout the country in connection with, or in place of,, text-books and syllabi.
While tlie data from the replies received were analyzed and interpreted in the light of their bearings upon extensive reading, the answers to several questions reveal some very interesting facts .indicating what must be representative of the best current thought and practice with respect to text-book and syllabus courses in general science.
As a part of an extensive study of "The Administration of 2. Conservatism and inertia, the willingness to continue with the text-book course because it is the easiest to teach and because it is the course most generally taught.
3. The heavy teaching load (particularly does this apply to the smaller high schools) coupled with the failure of the teachers to realize tliat deviations from tlie regular text-book course are under the existing conditions possible.
4. The more or-less general distrust of the syllabus course per se, because of the difficulties involved in determining whether it may be of sufficiently high standard to entitle it to be considered the equivalent of a regular, text-book course.
5. The administrative difficulties always arising whenever there is necessitated a transferring of pupils from one school or one system to another, in which a different sort of course in general science is offered. This difficulty would be met with most frequently in large cities.
6. The difficulties in the way of making a good, teachable syllabus': the very great amount of time required in constructing the syllabus; the requirements: with respect to breadth of training and grasp of subject matter demanded of the teacher or the committee making an original syllabus; the problems arising from attempts to secure proper sequence and continuity of subject matter selected from 
